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could have been easily shortened. On the other hand, 
the chapters on alternatives to general anaesthesia, 
arguments in favour of routine patch angioplasty ver- 
sus primary closure are well-structured and give a 
good review of the current literature. Several chapters 
deal with problems that are hotly debated, such as 
surgical repair of coils, kinks and redundancy of the 
carotid artery, external carotid endarterectomy and 
management of tandem lesions. These chapters are 
all well-written and balanced in their conclusions, 
considering that all the facts are still not known. 
The last part contains a welcome and well-balanced 
discussion on the socioeconomic considerations of 
stroke and carotid endarterectomy. 
Summing up, this book may have been the number 
one reference on the topic of cerebrovascular surgery, 
but the second edition is in need of critical re-editing 
in order to keep up-to-date. However, it is com- 
prehensive in its coverage of the complex matter of 
cerebrovascular disease, and it is a deep well of know- 
ledge and understanding. I look forward to the third, 
improved, edition. 
T. M/itzsch 
Malm~, Sweden 
Renal Transplantation 
R. Shapiro, R. U Simmons and Th. E. Starlz, ed. 
Appleton and Lange, 1997. 572 pages; price $110. 
This reference text has been edited by three authors 
from the University of Pittsburgh. The authors have 
a longstanding reputation in the field of clinical and 
experimental transplantation. They have co-ordinated 
this book, which has been written by more than 30 
co-authors almost exclusively from the U.S. and most 
from Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. In the preface it is 
stated that, although the authors are mostly from one 
institution, the book does not reflect he opinions of 
the Pittsburgh group exclusively. However, looking 
through the very many references, no mention is made 
of some interesting European work. 
The book is easy to read. The outline of the book is 
traditional in chapters dealing with work-up, pre-, 
per- and postop management, etc ... In addition, 
interesting chapters on history, chimerism, pathology, 
combined transplantation with other organs (espe- 
cially the pancreas) and xenogeneic transplantation 
have been included. The strengths of this book are 
manifold. It is detailed, complete and the authors are 
authoritive. The index is comprehensive. The varying 
topics have been organised in many short informative 
sub-chapters. 
However, I found the organisation of references as 
done in chapters 8 (Prevention and Management of 
Rejection), 11 (Complication of Renal Transplantation) 
and 15 (Concomitant or Equential Kidney Trans- 
plantation with other Organs) at the end of the main 
chapter, impractical. 
The illustrations are generally well chosen and re- 
produced. However, I would have enjoyed some il- 
lustrations or diagrams in the chapter on Prevention 
and Management of Rejection which certainly would 
have improved the readability. I suspect hat only a 
small group of vascular surgeons (those who perform 
renal transplantation) will be interested in this book. 
However, it is also of interest to other clinicians who 
are involved in renal transplantation. I  summary, this 
book is a reference text that should not be missing 
from the library of those who are involved in renal 
transplantation. However, I believe that it should be 
used as an addition rather than a replacement of other 
textbooks on renal transplantation like the classic book 
"Kidney Transplantation" edited by Peter Morris. 
J. H. van Bockel 
Leiden, The Netherlands 
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